
    CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 31, 2020 UPDATE 

 
 There has been no changes locally since last week – with still just one confirmed case 
in Coryell County.  McLennan and Bell Counties are now reporting 44 confirmed cases each, 
and unfortunately McLennan County reported its first death this morning, bringing the death 
toll locally to two.  Additionally, there are 6 patients hospitalized in McLennan County with 5 
of those in critical condition.  The City of Waco has extended its “shelter-in-place” order until 
April 4th.  In Texas, the Governor announced at a press conference this afternoon that there 
were 3,266 confirmed cases with 41 deaths.  The Governor also noted that 122 counties 
(49.8%) were reporting at least one confirmed case 
 I know many of you are tracking the news closely, but on Sunday President Trump 
extended the social distancing mandate through the end of April, and Governor Abbott 
followed suit this afternoon for the State of Texas.  The Governor also ordered that all 
schools remain closed until Monday, May 4th, subject to being extended further. This virus 
isn’t going away soon, nor is it likely the number of confirmed cases or deaths will decrease 
in the near term. 
 You may be aware that yesterday, Fort Hood issued a “shelter-in-place” directive for 
everyone to stay inside – in the barracks, in on-post housing, and in off-post housing – 
unless conducting “mission essential” functions; a curfew was also imposed from 10:00 p.m. 
until 5:30 a.m.  Visitation at residences is prohibited. 
 We continue to monitor advisories from Governor Abbott and County Judge Miller.  
We have decided to not issue a “shelter in place” directive for the City of Gatesville at the 
current time.  I would ask that you continue to do what you are currently doing in order to 
stay safe – and that largely means staying home unless you have an “essential” reason that 
you need to be out.    The same common sense guidance applies: If you feel ill, stay home.  If 
you are experiencing high fever, coughing, difficulty breathing, etc. call the Coryell Health 
Respiratory Hotline at (254)248-6263, or your primary care provider – and follow their 
instructions.  Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, and keep a 6-foot social distance from 
others.    
 I would also encourage you to “fact check” everything you are seeing on social 
media.  A great source of factual information and resources is posted on the CVB website 
https://www.visitgatesvilletx.com/covid-19.  Sign up to automatically receive “push” notifications 
about COVID-19, information for businesses, and general information. 
 If you are maintaining your social distance and find yourself indoors, I would 
encourage you to take a few minutes to complete your 2020 Census form, which you should 
have received in the mail in the last few weeks.  When this pandemic is over and we transition 
to whatever the “New Normal” looks like, it will be important that you were counted as part of 
the 2020 Census. 
  
 Again, continue to stay safe – don’t go out unless you absolutely have to and thanks 
for what you are doing to ensure that we can all enjoy our freedom as adults.  The City 
continues to operate in accordance with information that we have distributed previously, and 
will do so until we are directed to do something else. 
 
Bill Parry 
City Manager 
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