
    CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 24, 2020 UPDATE 

 

The situation with the COVID-19 virus continues to evolve, and frankly the trend is not 

positive in terms of the number of confirmed cases in Texas.  In the last 24 hours, the number 

of confirmed cases in Texas has increased 18% with two additional deaths.  Overall, as of this 

moment, the mortality rate in both the U.S. and Texas is 1.3% based on the Johns Hopkins 

University Coronavirus Resource Center. 

In addition to the counties mentioned yesterday who have imposed “shelter-in-place” 

directives, Williamson County, Milam County and Lampasas have followed suit, and Fort 

Hood has directed non-essential personnel to stay home.   

McLennan County is reporting 24 cases (+4); Bell County 18 cases (+2); Fort Hood 1 case, 

Burnet County 1 case, and Williamson County 4 cases.  There are no reported cases in 

Coryell County as of now, but it is obvious that community spread is occurring in Central 

Texas and it is likely just a matter of time. 

The data would indicate that the major cities in Texas (Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, and 

Houston – and the suburbs in the DFW area) have seen steep increases in the number of 

confirmed cases in the past 24 hours.  However, it is in those areas that testing and 

resources have been increased which could account for the much higher numbers. 

I know that many Gatesville residents work in McLennan, Bell, and Williamson counties – and 

possibly in “mission essential” jobs in those counties.  For those who don’t fall into that 

category, I would encourage you to avoid travel to the surrounding counties or the major 

urban areas in Texas at the current time. 

The Prevention procedures posted on our website are still the best option to keeping healthy 

– if you feel ill, stay home.  If you are experiencing high fever, coughing, difficulty breathing, 

etc. call the Coryell Health Respiratory Hotline at (254)248-6263, or your primary care provider 

– and follow their instructions.  Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, and keep a safe social 

distance from others. 

The City of Gatesville continues to provide essential services to our residents, and will do so 

regardless of what happens.  We are in close contact with the Coryell County Commissioners 

Court (who amended their Disaster Declaration today) and will keep you informed of any new 

developments as they occur. 

I encourage the small businesses in Gatesville to check out the City Of Gatesville Support for 

Local Businesses Facebook page to submit questions and use our resources and 

connections to try to find answers to share with the group. 

We are carefully monitoring the community spread in the neighboring counties – I encourage 

everyone to stay safe and stay at home unless it is absolutely necessary for you to go out. 

 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 


