
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 19, 2020 UPDATE 

 

 

In the 24 hours that have transpired since I sent my last message on the Coronavirus, there are some 

very staggering (and sobering) statistics.  According to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Cen-

ter (https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html) the number of confirmed cases in the United States, con-

firmed cases in Texas, and the number of deaths in Texas have doubled in the last day.  As of 4:45 p.m. 

there are now 260 confirmed cases in Texas (2% of the U.S. total) and five death (2.84% of the U.S. to-

tal).  The U.S. has the sixth-most number of confirmed cases (behind China, Italy, Iran, Spain, and Ger-

many). 

The threat is real, and it is growing.  As a result, this afternoon Governor Greg Abbott issued Executive 

Order No. GA-08 relating to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation.  You can read the Governor’s EO 

at: https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-issues-executive-orders-in-accordance-with-

federal-guidelines-to-mitigate-spread-of-covid-19-in-texas which is effective beginning at 11:59 p.m. on 

March 20th and continuing until 11:59 p.m. on April 3rd.  The four key points are: 

 1. Every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10. 

 2. People shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants and food courts, or visiting gyms – 

however drive-thru/pickup/delivery of food from a restaurant or bar is allowed and highly encouraged. 

 3. People shall not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities unless to pro-

vide critical assistance. 

 4. Schools shall temporarily close. 

The Governor reiterated that this is not a “shelter in place”; critical infrastructure and essential ser-

vices remain open and will be provided. 

The City of Gatesville remains open to provide essential services at the current time (while the Fitness 

Center, Library, and Civic Center closures/modifications remain in effect).  We have continuity of opera-

tions plans ready specifically to provide water and wastewater services.  I have been in contact with 

Waste Management, and they do not foresee a disruption of service regarding trash pickup at the cur-

rent time. 

City Hall remains open.  The City of Gatesville Municipal Court scheduled for March 26, 2020 has been 
cancelled.  You may go-online to pay your ticket at www.municipalonlinepayments.com/gatesvilletx/
court/search.  You can always e-mail (court@ci.gatesville.tx.us) or fax questions/concerns to (254)865-

8320. 

We encourage you to consider paying your water/sewer/trash bill on-line, or utilize the drop box in front 

of City Hall to minimize exposure to you and City employees.  Those options can be found at https://

www.municipalonlinepayments.com/gatesvilletx/utilities.   

I appreciate your continued understanding and patience; let’s work together and follow the rules so we 

can get this crisis behind us quickly. 

 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 
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